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Task of the Church/Covenant Sign              Jose Francis Martinez                                                       Lecture 5
Appendix: Child Dedication
Introduction

1. We already have considered the two covenantal signs that the church of Jesus Christ must observe – baptism, the initiatory rite, and the Lord’s Supper. 
2. Now we move to an appendix to our study. This appendix has to do with a common practice in many churches call “Child Dedication”. 
Trans: And here let me give you ....

I.
A  DESCRIPTION OF THE PRACTICE

A. It is common practice among evangelical churches that members bring their newborns to a church service in order to dedicate their child to God. In this service, the pastor will pray for God’s blessing upon the newborn and also pray that the parents will be given grace by God to raise up the child in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.

B. Some will have a separate service for this, were the parents and relatives of the parents are invited, as well as the members of the church. This is sometimes done in the church building or in the home of the parents or in some special venue for the occasion. Others will integrate a special portion for the child’s dedication during the regular worship services of the church. 
C. It is also usually the custom of child dedication to have “ninongs” and “ninangs” for the child. This ninongs and ninangs serve as counselors, intercessors, and helpers of the child specially in case their parents are incapacitated or die early.  

Trans:
Now, what can we say about this practice? Should churches practice it or not? Well secondly, let me say something about....

II.
THE PROBLEMABLIC NATURE OF THE PRACTICE
A. The practice has no Scriptural warrant.

1. The Scripture neither commands nor provides an example of child or infant dedication for the New Testament churches.

2. “But what about Samuel’s dedication?” That practice was an Old Covenant practice and it has no parallel in the New Testament churches. Note the incident in 1Sam 1:11, 24-28; 3:11 (READ). Now, there is no parallel of this in the New Testament churches.
3. “But what about Jesus’ dedication in the temple?’ Again the practice was an Old Covenant practice and it has no parallel in the New Testament churches. Note the incident in Lk 2:22-24 (READ). Now, there is no parallel of this practice in the New Testament churches.  

4. “But what about the parents who brought their babies to Jesus in order that He will bless them?” Lk 11:15-17 (READ). Now, what does this passage teach? It teaches not that God’s kingdom consists of children but that God’s kingdom consists of the childlike. Moreover, it teaches that we are to pray for our children, no matter how young they are, and thus bring them to Jesus, for they are in as much need of Jesus as we are. However, there is no indication here or anywhere in Scriptures, that all infants are to be brought to the gatherings of the church for a dedication or blessing service.   
5. Therefore, that practice has not scriptural warrant. The Scriptures neither commands nor provides an example of child or infant dedication service for the New Testament churches. 

B. The practice is highly dangerous. 

1.
SGBC church’s constitution: “The danger of such a practice is not in what is done, for it is essential that we pray [continually] for our children and thus bring them to Jesus. Rather the danger is in introducing into the church a practice (with all the appearance of an ordinance or sacrament) which Christ the Head has not authorized or commanded. Invariably this custom will result in superstitious minds concluding that some special grace is conveyed to the child by virtue of such a service in the church of Christ.”
2.
And this danger is heightened by the fact that many virtually equate a child dedication service to an infant baptismal service in the Roman Catholic Church. In the eyes particularly of many unbelievers, the two are virtually the same, and only the manner of doing them is different. 
3.
But brethren, it is our divine obligation to do everything possible to avoid obscuring the truth of the gospel. 
a.
This is illustrated in Paul’s attitude towards circumcision. 
1)
Acts 16:1-3 (READ). Here Paul had Timothy circumcised so that there will be no hindrance to Timothy ministering to the Jews. 
2)
However, Paul’s attitude towards circumcising Titus was entirely different. Gal 2:3-5 (READ). Pressures where put by Jewish legalists upon Paul to have Titus circumcised. But Paul did not yield to such a pressure. And why? Paul says in v 5 “so that the truth of the gospel would remain in you.” In and of itself, was there anything wrong with having Titus circumcised? No. Paul had Timothy circumcised. But because having Titus circumcised would put in danger the truth of the gospel, Paul refused to have him circumcised.  
b.
And does not this principle apply in our cultural context with respect to child dedication? The more people insist on child dedication, the more I will resist. For the people’s insistence indicates some superstitious attachment to the practice. 
c.
And here, we must follow the example of the apostle Paul – Gal 1:10 “For am I now seeking the favor of men, or of God? Or am I striving to please men? If I were still trying to please men, I would not be a bond-servant of Christ.” 
4.
I am fearful for many evangelical churches because their list of “sacraments” seems to be increasing because of pressure from the people. Illustration: Couple married in a civil court asked to be married again in a church. A family asked me to blessed a home because there seems to have been demonic activities in it. And if we keep yielding to these pressures, what do you think we will end up like? The Roman Catholic Church!
Conclusion

1.
Therefore, it is not the practice of SGBC to have child dedication services. We pray for the children of the members during prayer meetings. We tell the parents to regularly pray for their children. And as pastors, we do pray for the parents and well as their children. But to have a special child dedication service is not our practice because it has no scriptural warrant and such a practice is also highly dangerous especially in a country like ours, which is predominantly Roman Catholic. 
2.
We cannot impose this on others churches, but you think seriously about it. And as you do, remember what Paul said in Gal 1:10 “For am I now seeking the favor of men, or of God? Or am I striving to please men? If I were still trying to please men [as his ultimate goal in life], I would not be a bond-servant of Christ.”

